CONTEMPORARY MEDIA THEORY 

LEVEL TWO - 2009/2010
Semester 1
Module No: HT 21004  Credit Rating 10
    Lecture Programme

IMPORTANT DATES:

Friday Sept. 25th: Weekly Lectures begin

Monday 7 December 2009, 12.00 noon:

Essay Hand-in to Undergraduate Office / VLE –Safe Assignment Submission 
CMT Teaching Team:

Programme Leader: Dr Anna Notaro 
 a.z.notaro@dundee.ac.uk
H.H. van Koten  h.h.vankoten@dundee.ac.uk
Chris Byrne  c.byrne@dundee.ac.uk
CMT Second Year Lecture Programme 2009/2010
Module: HT 21004, Contemporary Media Theory, 2A: Media and Creative Practice

Semester I:

Semester I will provide an overview of past and present media practices and technologies. This will from the basis for an introduction to contemporary issues within media theory.

The course will provide the students with a contextual approach to media studies. Some of the lectures will give a historical overview of specific media disciplines, others will provide analytical frameworks for understanding and evaluating media practice.

Students should consider the Required reading/viewing PRIOR to each lecture!
	Date
	Time
	Lecture
	Venue

	Sept. 25
(week 2)

 Oct 2nd
(week 3)


	10:00-11:00am


	Media Studies: What is it?                       A. Notaro 

An introduction to the subject. This lecture will also provide an overview of the course and how it will run. 

Viewing: Top Tips for Media Students

 http://www.theory.org.uk/student-tips.htm
	Lecture

Theatre

5013

	
	10:00-11:00am
	Virtual Reality                                    Anna Notaro

The lecture examines the origin of the term Virtual Reality by making use of video clips etc. and some of its most extraordinary applications.

Required reading/viewing: Website: Introduction to VR http://www.cs.unc.edu/Outreach/vr/

	

	9 Oct

(week 4)


	9:15-10:00


	Marie Simmons (College Librarian)

How to make the most of your Library I
	Lecture

Theatre

5013


	
	10:00-11:00am
	(Post)Modern Perspectives: an Introduction    H. van Koten 

What is this ‘post- stuff’ all about? Do we really live in a Postmodern age, or is that just some people talking? This lecture will definitely not get to the bottom of it, but will try to prepare students for what is to come in further lectures.

Required reading/viewing: Definitions at: http://www.colorado.edu/English/courses/ENGL2012Klages/pomo.html
	

	16 Oct

(week 5)


	10:00-11:00am 

	Deconstructing Disney                    H. van Koten

The Disney company is one of the largest media conglomerates in the world. Examining issues of representation, stereotyping and narrative, this lecture will present a critical view of Disney with regards to its role as global storyteller.
Required reading/viewing: http://www.mediaed.org/videos/CommercialismPoliticsAndMedia/MickeyMouseMonopoly/studyguide/MickeyMouseMonopoly.pdf                                           

	Lecture

Theatre

5013

	
	
	
	


	19 Oct

(week 6)


	
	Reading Week 

No formal teaching or lectures. Students use this period for independent research/reflection with re: the choice of their essay topic.

	

	30 Oct
(week 7)


	9:15-10:00am
	Essay Writing    Open Forum          A. Notaro     

Useful  advice on essay writing, referencing system etc.


	Lecture

Theatre

5013

	
	10:00-11:00
	What is Digital Culture? I                              

The lecture starts by discussing the origins of the concept of ‘culture’, before addressing its new meanings in this unique moment in history in which all forms of cultural production and distribution are becoming based on computer technologies.

Required reading/viewing: D. Trend ed. ‘Introduction’ in Reading Digital Culture, pp.1-6 at http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/content/BPL_Images/Content_store/Sample_chapter/0631223010Sample/Trend0631223010.pdf
	Lecture

Theatre

5013

	6 Nov

(week 8)
	9:15-10:00am
10:00-11:00


	Essay Writing    Open Forum          A. Notaro     

Useful  advice on essay writing, referencing system etc.
What is (Digital) Culture? II                     Anna Notaro

A discussion of the most exciting present & future developments in the world of contemporary digital culture!
                                       
	Lecture

Theatre

5013

	13 Nov

(week 9)


	10:00-11:00
	Media and Messages in the Global Village      Chris Byrne 

Marshall McLuhan coined the two famous phases: “the media is the message” and “the global village”. McLuhan argues that the media have had a fundamental impact, not only our culture but, on the very essence of human existence. Required reading/viewing: Marshall McLuhan - http://www.marshallmcluhan.com

	Lecture

Theatre

5013 



	
	
	
	


	20 Nov

(week 10)


	10:00-11:00am
	Representations of Violence              H. van Koten

Are video games damaging for children? Why the fascination with violence in Hollywood films? Is media culture to blame for a violent society?

This lecture seeks to explore a range of viewpoints with regards to media violence.

Reading/viewing: http://www.mediaed.org/videos/MediaGenderAndDiversity/GameOver/studyguide/GameOver.pdf

	Lecture

Theatre

5013

	
	
	
	

	27 Nov
(week 11)


	10:00-11:00am
	Comics, Cartoons, Graphic Novels                 Chris Byrne

The lecture will give an overview of the historical development of cartoons and comics. It will examine graphic techniques and narrative, with reference to European, Oriental and American traditions.
Required Reading/viewing: 'A History of Comic Strips' - http://www.factmonster.com/ce6/ent/ A0857471.html
	Lecture

Theatre

5013

	
	
	
	

	7 Dec
	
	2000-2200 words essay to be handed in to the Undergraduate Office by 12:00 noon! 
Students are also to e-submit by the same deadline their essay TEXT ONLY to Safe Assignment on the VLE. Make sure you submit on the right module! Module: HT 21004

	


Work Programme for Second Year Contemporary Media Theory Semester I

Each student must attend all lectures, do the required reading/ viewing and submit an individual essay by the 7th of December  to the Undergraduate Office  and to Safe Assignment on the VLE.
Essays must be between 2000 - 2200 words and will be on a subject chosen by you from a range of topics introduced in the lecture series.  The list of essay questions will be available on VLE together with a full course Bibliography which will expand on the weekly ‘required reading/viewing’. 

The essay must be typed, may be illustrated and must contain source references and a bibliography (list of source materials) formatted according to the Harvard Method. For details on source references and bibliography see information on the VLE
Students should note their work is subject to continuous assessment as part of the second year programme. This includes attendance at lectures. Essays handed in late or which do not meet the required word length will not be passed.

An overall pass in CMT is a requirement for progress to third year. Students with a valid reason (medical, etc.) for non-submission of essays or attendance must notify the CMT Programme Leader Dr Anna Notaro (a.z.notaro@dundee.ac.uk) and submit appropriate documentation of their mitigating circumstances to the Undergraduate Office.
Students should note that less than 80% attendance at lectures may result in the withdrawal of their class certificate.

Additional Support for Students: Overseas students and students with dyslexia or other special needs are recommended to take advantage of the support systems provided by the University. 
Language Support for international students is available at: http://www.dundee.ac.uk/admissions/international/courses/english_support.htm
Students with special needs (e.g. dyslexia) should contact the Disability Services at: http://www.dundee.ac.uk/disabilityservices/
WRITING SKILLS: The Academic Achievement teaching Unit runs a programme of one to one tutorial sessions specifically aimed at improving academic writing skills, contact the Academic Achievement Teaching Unit at:

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/aatu/briefcontact.htm

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/aatu/writing.htm
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