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Contemporary Media Theory/ Theoretical Positions and Professional Practice – Level 3 Semester 1 
The Level 3 CMT programme will further contextualise the process of creative practice in the field of image production and media practices. The emphasis will be upon exploring and understanding theoretical positions and critical contemporary issues. 

Additionally it will foster the skills for practical and professional implementation. 

The professional practice component of the programme will familiarise the students with the interconnectedness of business and design practice. Visiting lecturers will contribute to further illustrate these links. During both semesters an additional series of lectures and contacts with tutors will support and prepare students for doing independent research as part of the dissertation writing process. 
Semester I:

	Date
	Time
	Lecture
	Venue

	17 Sept

(week 1)
	10:00-10:50am

	Art, Commerce and the Blogosphere                Anna Notaro
The lecture discusses Nike’s ‘Art of Speed’ ad campaign in May 2004, which used a blog to promote the project - a short film series showing 15 digital artists’ interpretation of the concept of speed. The lecture examines the impact of the contemporary culture of acceleration on the phenomenon of Internet branding in the context of the age old, complex relationship between art and commerce.

Required reading/viewing:

Website: http://www.nike.com/speed/genealogy/detect.html
http://www.nike.com/nikelab/usa/episode_3/index.jhtml (click on Art of Speed)
	Lecture Theatre

5013

	
	
	 
	

	24 Sept.
(week 2)
	10:00-10:50am
	Hip Hop  Culture                                 H. van Koten

Hip Hop has its roots in black rights activism and the civil unrest  

of the American inner city ghetto. The lecture will discuss the rise  

and role of the DJ, the MC,   Hip Hop fashion, jewellery, graffiti  

etc. What are the messages of sub-genres like Gangsta Rap? How is the  

position of women represented in Hip Hop and how is the concept of  

race understood? How come Hip Hop appeals to a both black and white  

audience and now is the mainstream of popular music?
Required Reading/viewing: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hip_hop_culture
	Lecture Theatre

5013

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	1st Oct

(week 3)
	10:00-11:00am
11:00-11:45
	Race in the Digital Age                         Anna Notaro

The lecture discusses the case of Keith Townsend Obadike, a multimedia artist, who attempted to sell his blackness on eBay as a net.performance.Obadike’s project’s goals were to get people talking and thinking critically about the assumptions they live under and to deal with the intersection of commerce and race in the digital age.Required Reading/viewing: Blackness for Sale eBay Page http://Obadike.tripod.com/ebay.html
Looking at Your Learning                    Anna Notaro
A look at purpose and outcomes for the Contemporary Media Theory teaching and learning programmes.  
	Lecture Theatre

5013

	8 Oct

(week 4)
	10:00-10:50am
11:00-11:45pm

	Digital Storytelling                                    A. Notaro
The lecture discusses some of the contemporary new media incarnations of the ancient art of storytelling.
Viewing: the ‘Labyrinth Project’, an Art Collective and Research Initiative on Interactive Narrative archived at: http://web.archive.org/web/20000819120327/www.annenberg.edu/labyrinth/about.html http://web.archive.org/web/20000619013616/www.annenberg.edu/labyrinth/project.html
Marie Simmons (College Librarian)

How to make the most of your Library 
Useful advice on the best Sources of Information for your Dissertation project
	Lecture Theatre

5013

	15  Oct

(week 5)
	10:00-11:00am
	In Defence of “Comics”: Definitions and Adaptations     C. Murray
This lecture has three aims: to consider the worth of the term “comics”, as opposed to other terms (graphic novel and sequential art), to define what a comic actually is, and to explore the transposition of comics into other mediums (mainly film). It will ask whether it is appropriate to think of comics in terms such as “literary”, “artistic” or “cinematic”, and will address the relative successes and failures of recent big-screen adaptations, such as Sin City, From Hell, Ghost World, and others.  

Required reading/viewing: comic versions and film versions of Sin City, From Hell, and Ghost World 

Website: "Holy Hypertexts! - The Pose of Post-modernity in Comics and Graphic Novels of the 1980s", in van Koten, H. (ed), Reflections on Creativity, Dundee: Duncan of Jordanstone College, 2007. ISBN: 1 899837 56 6 <http://imaging.dundee.ac.uk/reflections/abstracts/ChrisMurray.htm>  

"Reading Comics", Scottish Word and Image Group website, University of Dundee <http://www.dundee.ac.uk/english/swig/READING%20COMICS.pdf> 


	Lecture Theatre

5013

	
	11:00-11:45pm

	Research I                             A. Notaro
Review of basic research methods related to conducting a literary review and contextual search. Identifying a subject area, and establishing a focus for investigation. Also, fourth year students give presentations demonstrating how their awareness of the real world motivated the concept development for their dissertation research and underpinned their studio practice.

	

	19 Oct

(week 6)
	
	Reading Week 

No formal teaching or lectures. Students pursue their own research.


	

	29th Oct
(week 7)
	10:00-11:00am
	                                              Chris Byrne
Immateriality: Labor and Value in the Information Age

How we work, and what we produce, have changed in the contemporary era. The use of information devices (computers, mobile phones, etc.) and digital networks has transformed the creative economy in myriad ways. In particular we will look at the shift from production of physical goods to media artefacts. Also we will discuss the impact of social media, user-generated content, and the rise of the 'produser'       Website: http://produsage.org/

	Lecture Theatre

5013

	
	
	
	

	5 Nov

(week 8)
	10:00-11:00
	From Computer Games to Second Life                A. Notaro
An in-depth look into the dangers and possibilities opened by virtual worlds
Viewing: Introduction to Second Life Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b72CvvMuD6Q
	Lecture Theatre

5013

	
	11:00-12:00
	Research II How to choose a Dissertation Topic      Anna Notaro


	

	12 Nov

(week 9)
	10:00-11:00am
	Post-human philosophies & Asian Animation Movies    Anna Notaro
The lecture considers  some recent Korean and Japanese animation movies (The Natural City, The Ghost in the Shell and its sequel Ghost in the Shell 2: Innocence) to discuss the ways in which they address contemporary ‘real’ fears (and desires) towards the post-human body, cloning technologies, the simulated (hyper)reality of the cyborg world.

Required reading/viewing: Ghost in the Shell 1 & 2 ‘Innocence” movie website http://www.johnsymonds.clara.net/ghost/
GHOST IN THE SHELL 2: INNOCENCE (Review)  http://www.au-cinema.com/Ghost-In-The-Shell-2.htm
	Lecture Theatre

5013

	
	11:00-12:00
	Writing Skills session                                   Kathleen McMillan 

(The Learning Enhancement Unit – University of Dundee)

	

	19 Nov

(week 10)
26 Nov.
  (week 11)
	10:00-11:00am

	Cinema, Special Effects and Digital Celebrities   Anna Notaro
The lecture examines the impact of computer imagining on 
commercial cinema, in particular of what Manovich calls the 'invisible 
effects' (computer-enhanced scenes that fool the audience into believing that shots were produced with live actors on location, but are really composed of a mélange of digital and live action footage), before offering a reading of the movie S1m0ne (Andrew Niccol  2002).
'Simone' explores, among others, a question that has been buzzing around Hollywood since the emergence of "photoreal" computer animation: Will digital stars replace movie actors?
Required reading/viewing: movie S1m0ne, by A. Niccol (2002).
Daly, James. “Hollywood 2.0 How technology is transforming film-making.” Wired, 5.11, (1997). Available:  http://www.wired.com/wired/archive/5.11/hollywood.html?topic=film_special_effects&topic_set=newmedia

	Lecture Theatre

5013

	
	10:00-11:00am
	Self-distribution                                          Chris Byrne
The internet has enabled many people to exchange and distribute content 
on a far larger scale and to much larger audiences than any previous 
media.  One of the key features of this has been that artists, musicians 
and other cultural creators can distribute their own work themselves for 
more freely than ever before.  As a result, self-distributed art forms 
are becoming a significant aspect of 21st Century culture.  This 
lecture will explore some of these cultures of self-distribution and how 
they relate to, and often continue, older forms such as independent 
music, comic-book and fanzine publication.
Required reading/viewing: http://creativecommons.org
	Lecture Theatre

5013

	
	11:00-11:30
	Research III                                            Chris Byrne
Open Forum: Questions and answers concerning Dissertation Proposals.
	

	
	
	
	

	Frid
4 Dec

(week 12)
	12:00 noon
	All Dissertation Proposal Forms MUST be handed in to the Undergraduate Office by 12:00noon!!! Dissertation Proposal 500 words
	


A pass in the CMT and Professional Practice programme is a requirement for progress to fourth year.  Students with a valid reason (medical, etc.) for non-submission must notify the CMT Programme Leader Dr Anna Notaro (a.z.notaro@dundee.ac.uk) and submit appropriate documentation to the Undergraduate Office.
Students should note that less than 80% attendance at lectures may result in the withdrawal of the class certificate.

Additional Support for Students: 
Overseas students and students with dyslexia or other special needs are recommended to take advantage of the support systems provided by the University. 

Language Support for international students is available at: http://www.dundee.ac.uk/admissions/international/courses/english_support.htm
Students with special needs (e.g. dyslexia) should contact the Disability Services at: http://www.dundee.ac.uk/disabilityservices/
WRITING SKILLS: The Academic Achievement teaching Unit runs a programme of one to one tutorial sessions specifically aimed at improving academic writing skills, contact the Academic Achievement Teaching Unit at:

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/aatu/briefcontact.htm

http://www.dundee.ac.uk/aatu/writing.htm
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